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worship among the Hindus and called kunkuma* The
cooked rice is put in front of the pot of toddy and bottle
of arrack, a rain is killed in sacrifice, and then the
tcdtly-crawer worships the pot and the bottle. The
village officials pay him his fee, three-eighths of a measure
of rice, three-eighths of a measure of ckolam* and four
annss, and then he carries the pot and bottle in proces-
sion, and places them under the canopy near the image of
Peddamtna. Then comes yet another procession. The
people go oS to the house of the chief official, the
Reddy, and bring from it some cooked rice in a large
earzhemvare pot, some sweet cakes, and a lamb. A
large quantity of margosa leaves are spread on the
ground in front of the image, the rice from the Reddy's
house :s placed upon them in a heap, and a large heap
of rice, iron one hundred to three hundred measures,
according to the amount of the subscriptions, is poured
in a heap a little farther away.
All these elaborate proceedings form only the
preparations for the great sacrifice, which is now
about to begin. The Iamb is first worshipped and
then sacrificed by having its throat cut and its head
cut ofL A ram is nest brought and stood over the first
large heap of rice, and is there cut in two, through the
back, with a heavy chopper, by one of the village
washermen. The blood pours out over the rice and
soaks it through. One half of the ram is then taken up
and carried to a spot a few yards off, where a body of
Asadis are standing ready to begin their part in the
ceremonies. The other half of the ram is left lying
oa the rice. The Asadis then begin to sing a long chant
in honour of the deity. Meanwhile, the chief sacrifice
is _ made. The buffalo is brought forward, and the
Madigas kill it by cutting its throat (in some villages its
head is cut off). Some water is first poured over the
blood, and then the pool of blood and water is covered
up carefully with earth, lest any outsider from another
1 Made o! ttinneric mixed with lime.
A coarse grain, the staple food of the villagers.